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A Note from Our CEO, Chris Ayers

Lankhorst Euronete Brazil recently held its first Accident Prevention 
Internal Week (SIPAT 2016), for which the theme was “Safety: A 
Responsibility for Each of Us, a Task for All.” The event was organized by 
CIPA (Internal Accident Prevention Commission) under the supervision 
of SHE team. The goal was to educate more and more LEB employees 
on WireCo safety policies.

The week was filled with activities, lectures, environmental awareness, 
information about health and wellness and health examinations (eye 
exams, blood pressure measurement and blood glucose test). We were 
very pleased to observe a high level of participation and commitment 
from all of our employees.

It was a great opportunity to, once again, stress the importance of the 
Near Miss Reports, and promote the involvement of all employees, as 
a part of WireCo’s safety policy, which was explained in detail during 
many SIPAT events. Employees from almost every department delivered 
their own reports, describing the problems that affect them directly 
and offering suggestions for improvements.

We are pleased to take another step in the direction of increasing 
safety awareness for all of our employees. Lankhorst Euronete Brazil 
appreciates the participation and commitment of all who were involved.

Safety: A Responsibility for Each of Us, a Task for All

As we approach the close of another year, we recognize that 2016 was a year with many 
opportunities. Sales were not as high as we had expected because we didn’t see a rebound 
in the oil and gas industry and the maritime industry started to feel the pressure of reduced 
freight. These market dynamics along with other markets, mining and industrial, staying low 
led to the closure of a manufacturing facility as well as closure of some distribution centers.

Despite those challenges, we can cite many accomplishments and successes during 2016. 
WireCo has continued its commitment to providing a safe and healthy workplace for all 
employees. The results have been very positive-- over the last two years our injury rate has shown a 38% improvement.

We completed several capital improvement projects such as the pickling plant in Poland and a $1 million investment 
in the bead wire production line in Mexico to meet the demand for this product.  We will also complete a significant 
expansion of our Sedalia facility in 2017. 

WireCo participated in several large trade shows this year. At Bauma-Munich we introduced six new products 
including LankoLift S, WireCo’s first fully synthetic crane rope. MINExpo allowed us to feature our newest technologies 
through the introduction of our Flat Balance Ropes and our synthetic boom pendants developed in conjunction with 
Applied Fiber. We introduced the record-setting LankoDeep rope and environmentally-friendly EcoSeal wireline at 
the Offshore Technology Conference. Our presence at these events and many others allow us to meet with our 
current and potential customers, and shows that we continue to be the leader in our industry. 

We finalized our refinancing on September 30, with a $270 million equity investment from Onex which was used to 
reduce WireCo’s debt. We have a positive cash flow and WireCo has received corporate debt rating upgrades from 
Moody’s and S&P. 

The past two years have had a significant impact on all of us, and I would like to thank you all for your support 
and dedication during these challenging times. 2017 will bring its own set of challenges but by working together, 
keeping focused on our priorities and putting our customers first we can realize our goals. These will continue to be 
my priorities, and I know I can count on you to do the same.



Happy Holidays!

This year’s fire department exercise conducted by the Limbach voluntary fire department and the neighboring 
fire precincts of Kirkel-Neuhäusel and Altstadt took place once again on the factory site of one of the biggest 
industrial firms in the region, namely Casar Drahtseilwerk in 
Limbach. 

“The company is a long-time partner of the Kirkel fire 
department. Whenever possible, firefighters who work at Casar 
are released from their duties for callouts, so we’re always 
happy to have an exercise take place here,” said Fire Chief 
Gunther Klein, who was the unit leader responsible for this 
exercise. Markus Stieren, deputy works manager, added: “We 
are grateful for every fireman and every firewoman attending 
a call-out on the factory site who knows the terrain and has 
already seen the circumstances.”

Discussed, planned and organized in precise detail three 
weeks in advance by Limbach fire chief Mr. Brandner and the safety engineer from Casar, Bernd Clauer, this 
was a search and rescue drill depicting an employee who went missing following an explosion in the boiler 
room in the basement of the company building. At the same time, a fire with heavy smoke formation also had 
to be extinguished as quickly as possible in a hall at the other end of the extensive site. Two employees were 
also reported missing in the incident. 

The exercise involving 60 firefighters was a complete success, confirming once again that we can always rely 
on our fire department in case of an emergency.

Another internal fire safety and evacuation exercise is planned for 2017.

Fire Department Prepares CASAR Employees

Every four years the National Mining Association sponsors MINExpo, 
widely recognized as the premier exposition of mining equipment and 
services in the world. WireCo was one of the more than 1600 exhibitors 
at the show this year.

The theme in our booth was Advanced Technology. Creative Solutions. 
This message emphasizes our product innovations and WireCo’s 
technical expertise that enables us to provide a consultative, 
personalized service and support for our customers.

“MINExpo was a great platform for WireCo to put a focus on innovation, 
and for us to promote new products like TUF-MAX® PLUS, Synthetic 
Boom Pendants and Turbolite®,” said Blake Chandler, SVP-Global 
Mining. 

WireCo’s technical experts gave presentations throughout the show 
on subjects including Dragline Ropes & Applications, Shovel Ropes & 
Applications, Synthetic Ropes for Mining, Deep Shaft Hoisting-New Technology, Drum Winder Hoist Ropes and 
Friction Winder Hoist & Balance Ropes.


